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B he offlce 1s behmd an unmarked 3y
; E -locked door on the 13th floor of the

tled, unl&s you're in:the habxt of starmg at.,
-ceilings: a secretary’s. voice comes out. of an~
-overhead’ intercom, askmg “you:. what _you-:
-want.;You press ryour eye-to -the door’s
peephole but of courseyou can’t see inside
=+ The people inside are a bit secretive, accord”’
= mg to~some who have offices. on:the same’.

“tionship,” says a man.who works down the
-hall7*They’re not-in “the-kind. of business:
where people can go in to make a complamt
.he adds, explaining the unmarked door." :
- Actually, they're in the business of gather--t
mg intelligence. They’=in the CIA. It’s prob-
ably theleast known pubtic or private office in.
Syracuse, and people in the Central Intelli-"
gence Agency occupy it: But trying to find out g
_what-the CIA does here can be a reporter ’s |
-nightmare, regardless of ore S mterest in'the*
cloak-and-dagger games. i~ E : :
To begin with, the secretary who answer
the phone — they're in the white pages under’
“the U.S. government listings, but no addressis
given —-doesn't say,."Hello, CIA." Instead,
.she reads. the office phone. number back"to*
- you, zpparently. trying.’to preserve - some
secrecy. Speaking on the phone to the man m-
"-charge doesn’ t reveal much mformatmn e1—
‘thersrars < v & ek FeL LT
= “Our relatxons w:th the- medxa are handled
- out of Washington,- :D.C.. Cowles . Tolman,”
head of the CIA in Syracuse, said some time;
~back in denying: an. Empire Magazine re-]
:porter’s- request.for-an: interview. - No,’ he-
- would not :xllow the reporter to see the CIA's

Coffice. . Bk i serain f-“«e-.r-e-w--

- Recently, the reporter tried again to ‘obtain’
. an interview. He called-again, and:was ‘told:
;Tolman was on assignment: manot.her city,.
and a Mr. Snyder-was temporarily, in charge.:

Snyder (he wouldn’t. gwe his first name) re-.
- CILA S

7= But the reporter -

pens when the average vevemees o .

After some hesitation Snyder came out of the
- office (making sure the reporter couldn’t see:
. inside) and explained the agency policy. :
~*.%There are a-lot of -deranged people out
there,” the 30ish-looking, affable Snyder says,
_explaining the nght'"secunty. Dressed like
_your average businessman in a brown cordu-!
“roy three-piece suit; Snyder adds,.“We've
been getting some crank callslate]y- RO
= 'In Langley, Va, theagency’s headquarters N
LCIA. public affairs officer Dale Peterson sums
Jit'upl “We're trym t mamtam as low ar ro-‘
‘fileas possible.’” i 2 ,
- Kathy Pherson, another pu‘ohc affaujs ofﬁ-.r
cer, adds, “We try to:discourage people (re=
porters) from dom°' st.ones on them becau it

mxcxans " Peterson says Confxdermah
guaranteed for. -anyone:who- -passes informa-
_tion on to the CIA, and “the'more theyisee
‘these stories in the press, the less willing peo-
ple are going to be"” to volunteer mformatmn.
: In instances where stories have been ‘wnt.
ten about CIA domestic field offices ——jl.here
"are dozens of them around the ‘United States,
"Peterson says- —-*ewe ‘wind - up bemg"con-
" fronted with kooks’ knocking on our door.
_Peterson won’t say -how many interviews’
CIA agents conduct-with persons whozhave
just traveled overseas, but he.adds, * There S|
-enough business” to ]usufy keepmg an ofﬁce
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. in — knocked on the CIA door one aftemoon.ﬁ a



